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General





Major Federal Policy Update — Biden Administration Recommends Rescheduling Cannabis


 Aug 30, 2023

  
 Department of Health and Human Services, descheduling, Federal, rescheduling





In August 2023, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) formally recommended rescheduling cannabis. In a letter sent to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), HHS provided findings from their review of marijuana’s scheduling status and recommended rescheduling marijuana to a Schedule III controlled substance. 

This historic development from the top federal health agency is an encouraging step forward. Rescheduling cannabis would provide many real-world benefits, including facilitating research and reducing burdens on medical cannabis patients, providers, and the businesses that serve them. 

Given that over half the U.S. population lives in states with medical cannabis programs, and millions of Americans are finding relief through cannabis products, it is long past due for the federal government to acknowledge cannabis’ medical value. 

While MPP still supports the full descheduling of cannabis, we recognize that the Biden administration’s rescheduling proposal offers the potential for a significant improvement in federal cannabis policy. As always, MPP adheres to a philosophy of incremental progress.

History
The Controlled Substances Act of 1970 placed all illicit and prescription drugs into five "schedules" (categories). Cannabis was placed in Schedule I, which is defined as having a high potential for abuse, having no currently accepted medical use in treatment in the United States, and lacking accepted safety standards for use under medical supervision.

That definition did not apply to cannabis in 1970 and certainly does not apply today. 

Even before the enactment of the Controlled Substances Act, cannabis had already been prohibited for more than three decades in our country. Interestingly, prior to 1937, there were at least 27 medicines containing cannabis that were legally available in the United States. Many were made by well-known pharmaceutical firms that still exist today, such as Eli Lilly. The Marijuana Tax Act of 1937 federally prohibited cannabis and set the United States on a course of waging an unjust and failed war on cannabis that lasted nearly a century. 

Next Steps
The DEA is expected to make the final decision on whether federal law will finally acknowledge the reality that cannabis has medical value sometime in 2024. We encourage you to sign up for MPP email alerts and stay informed on the latest developments.

Read more






            
            [image: ]
            
        




Tax and Regulate





Federal: State-legal cannabis businesses still denied banking access


 Feb 11, 2022

  
 America Competes Act, banking access, banking reform, cannabis businesses, cannabis industry, cannabis legalization, Congress, consumers, Federal, federal policy, patients, SAFE Banking Act, safety, social equity, U.S. House of Representatives, U.S. Senate





Urge your U.S. Senators and member of Congress to keep SAFE Banking in the final version of the America COMPETES Act!

Late last week, the U.S. House of Representatives passed provisions of the SAFE Banking Act as part of the America COMPETES Act, marking the sixth time cannabis banking legislation has been approved by the chamber.

Because the Senate already passed its own version of the COMPETES Act without cannabis banking language included, there will be negotiations to decide the fate of the banking provisions in the large-scale legislation.

Please take a moment to urge Congress to keep SAFE Banking in the final version of the COMPETES Act.

Lack of access to banking is a serious barrier for state-legal cannabis businesses across the country. It keeps prices high for patients and consumers, hinders social equity efforts, and, due to the cash-only manner of operations, creates risks for workers and communities.

Eighteen states, and the District of Columbia, have now legalized adult-use cannabis, and more states are going to be moving forward with similar legislation. How long will federal lawmakers ignore this issue?

Ask Congress to support retaining basic banking protections for state-licensed cannabis businesses in the COMPETES Act.

The federal government’s failure to pass meaningful banking reform harms the entire cannabis industry, but it disproportionately hurts small-business entrepreneurs, many of which are social equity- and minority-owned companies. Passing cannabis banking reform is a key step toward dismantling federal cannabis prohibition. Please let your federal lawmakers know you want to see SAFE Banking in the COMPETES Act.

Read more
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Medical Marijuana





Let 2022 be the year Mississippi finally gets a medical cannabis program!


 Jan 12, 2022

  
 ballot initiative process, committee, compromise bill, effective medical cannabis program, floor vote, Gov. Tate Reeves, I-65, Initiative 65, Magnolia State, medical cannabis, medical cannabis bill, Medical Marijuana, Mississippi, MS, patients, restrictive, SB 2095, special session





Contact your legislators in support of the medical cannabis bill.

More than a year after Mississippi voters overwhelmingly approved an initiative to legalize medical cannabis, the Magnolia State remains one of only 14 states with no effective medical cannabis law. Due to a technicality that overturned Initiative 65 (as well as the entire ballot initiative process), the patients of Mississippi continue to suffer needlessly.

Ask your legislators to restore the will of voters!

Legislators crafted a compromise bill in anticipation that Gov. Tate Reeves (R) would call a special session of the legislature last fall. But the governor never called the special session. There is a possibility that some legislators are getting cold feet and may not want to pass a medical bill or pass one that is so restrictive it does not resemble I-65 at all. The legislature has convened for its 2022 legislative session, and SB 2095 is the best legislation to accomplish the goal of medical cannabis in Mississippi. Click here for a bill summary.

The bill passed out of committee this afternoon and could get a floor vote as soon as tomorrow.

Reach out to your legislators right now to let them know you want an effective medical cannabis program. Without hearing from YOU (and your family and friends), the legislature may choose not to pass a medical bill or pass one that is so restrictive it will not meet the needs of the patients of Mississippi. Please continue to make your voices heard!

Read more
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Tax and Regulate





Federal: Sens. Booker, Wyden, and Schumer introduce preliminary draft of bill to end cannabis prohibition!


 Jul 14, 2021

  
 Cannabis Administration and Opportunity Act, collateral consequences, Congress, decriminalization, descheduling, equity, expungement, Federal, grants programs, legalization, President Biden, Quinnipiac poll, racial injustice, regulations, Sen. Cory Booker, Sen. Ron Wyden, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer, social equity, taxes, U.S. Senate





Urge your members of Congress to support this long overdue legislation.

Today, Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY), Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ), and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced a draft of their long-anticipated legislation to end federal cannabis prohibition.

In short, the Cannabis Administration and Opportunity Act would deschedule cannabis by removing it from the list of federally controlled substances, empowering states to decide their own cannabis policies. It would also put equity at the foundation of federal reform by ensuring restorative justice to those people and communities hardest—and most unfairly—hit by cannabis prohibition through expunging prior convictions and records, allowing people to petition for resentencing, and removing collateral consequences for those who’ve been criminalized. In addition, the bill would implement a framework for responsible regulations and taxes, with some of the tax revenue dedicated to grants programs intended to help equity applicants and those most impacted by the war on cannabis. Read a summary here.

Please ask your members of Congress to support the Cannabis Administration and Opportunity Act! 

Now that Democrats have the majority in both chambers, there’s a sense of hope among advocates that this kind of reform is attainable in this Congress. We’ll need to secure 60 votes in the Senate, which is a major undertaking, but certainly possible, representing a unique opportunity for politicians to work across the aisle and enact a commonsense policy that has broad popular support. And, although President Biden’s support for legalization has been lukewarm, Sen. Booker insists Biden’s stance in favor of “decriminalization” will be enough to advance the legislation.

But with 19 legal states, including over 43% of the U.S. population, and public support for support for legalization swelling to 69% in a recent Quinnipiac poll, something’s got to give. It’s hard to imagine that President Biden would veto a bipartisan cannabis reform bill should one land on his desk, especially given the role that cannabis prohibition plays in sustaining racial injustice in the U.S. 

MPP has been advocating for ending prohibition for over 25 years, and we’ll continue to work alongside elected leaders and advocates in support of this comprehensive reform measure. Please urge your federal lawmakers to support this legislation. Then, share the action with your friends, family, and social networks. We’ll continue to keep you informed of the bill’s progress and further opportunities to take action.

Read more
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Tax and Regulate





Del. Legislature adjourns; legalization effort pushed to 2022


 Jun 30, 2021

  
 2022, adjournment, amendments, cannabis legalization, DE, Deborah Hamilton, Delaware, Delaware Cannabis Policy Coalition, Delaware General Assembly, First State, floor vote, HB 150, legalization bill, legalize and regulate





Contact your lawmakers today and ask them to prioritize HB 150 in 2022!

This year, two House committees approved HB 150 — a bill to legalize and regulate cannabis for adults in Delaware. The bill was cleared and scheduled for a House floor vote on June 10, but unfortunately, that vote was postponed to allow more time to work on amendments.

The legislature adjourns today. However, since the General Assembly holds a two-year session, the bill will pick up where it left off in January 2022.

While it’s unfortunate that the bill wasn’t taken up this year, we must keep the pressure on lawmakers to prioritize HB 150 when they return in January. Please reach out to your lawmakers today and ask them to support HB 150 next session!

Be sure to stay plugged in to the Delaware Cannabis Policy Coalition email alerts leading up to 2022 for actions to take to help make sure HB 150 makes it over the finish line next year.

Mourning Deborah Hamilton

We also wanted to share some very sad news. Deborah Hamilton — who lobbied for medical cannabis, decriminalization, and legalization for MPP over the years — passed away recently. Debbie was among the most respected and skilled advocates in Leg Hall, and she was absolutely crucial to the progress that has been made in the First State for humane cannabis policies. We are lucky to have worked closely with her, and our hearts break for her family and loved ones.

Read more
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Tax and Regulate





R.I.: Legalization bill scheduled for Senate floor vote this Tuesday!


 Jun 18, 2021

  
 adult-use cannabis market, cannabis legalization, cannabis-related convictions, cultivation, expungement, floor vote, Gov. McKee, legalization, legalization bill, possession, record sealing, Rhode Island, Rhode Island Senate, RI, S 568 Sub A, social equity, social equity program, Tax and Regulate





Contact your state lawmakers and ask them to pass a bill before time runs out!

Exciting news! With just a couple of weeks remaining in the 2021 legislative session, state senators are bringing a bill to legalize marijuana for adults to the floor for a vote this Tuesday! 

Please contact your state legislators right now and encourage them to send a legalization bill to Gov. McKee’s desk before the clock runs out! 

An amended version of the Senate legalization bill, S 568 Sub A, would allow adults 21 and older to possess, purchase, and cultivate cannabis for personal use. The bill also creates a pathway for individuals to expunge and seal past criminal records for cannabis-related convictions and establishes a social equity program to encourage people harmed by cannabis criminalization to participate in the adult-use cannabis market. 

This is the closest Rhode Island has ever come to passing a bill to replace cannabis prohibition with a smarter and more just policy. Please make sure your legislators hear from you before the General Assembly adjourns for the summer. 

Thank you for taking action, and please stay tuned for more updates soon.

Read more
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Prohibition





MORE Act reintroduced in U.S. House!


 May 28, 2021

  
 Black communities, Congress, Controlled Substances Act, criminal justice reform, CSA, decriminalization, descheduling, devastating consequences, equity, expungement, Federal, injustice, Latino communities, low-income communities, Marijuana Opportunity, MORE Act, Reinvestment and Expungement (MORE) Act, Rep. Jerrold Nadler, U.S. House of Representatives, war on cannabis





Urge your representative to support the MORE Act.

Today, Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY) reintroduced the Marijuana Opportunity, Reinvestment and Expungement (MORE) Act. If enacted, the legislation would end the federal prohibition of cannabis by removing it from the Controlled Substances Act and ending criminal penalties under federal law.

Send an email to your representative in support of the MORE Act. In addition to federally decriminalizing and descheduling cannabis, the MORE Act would require federal courts to expunge prior cannabis-related convictions and provide for resentencing; provide grants and funding to communities most harmed by the war on cannabis; lift barriers to licensing and employment in the cannabis industry; block federal agencies from denying public benefits or security clearances due to cannabis use; protect immigrants from being denied citizenship over cannabis; and allow VA physicians to recommend medical cannabis to veterans.

Further, since serious criminal justice reform cannot progress in our country without ending the war on cannabis, the MORE Act would set federal policy on a path toward correcting an unfair system by addressing many of the harms caused by prohibition using an equity and justice-centered framework. A summary of the bill’s key provisions can be found here. 

The House of Representatives previously passed the MORE Act in December 2020, but the bill did not advance in the Senate.

With the reintroduction of MORE, members of Congress on both sides of the aisle have the opportunity and responsibility to come together and pass this important piece of legislation. The prohibition and criminalization of marijuana has led to decades of injustice and devastating consequences, particularly in Black, Latino, and low-income communities, and it’s clear that a strong majority of Americans do not support the status quo. It is past time for Congress to listen to the American people and take real action towards ending the war on cannabis and advancing serious criminal justice reform.

Please urge your U.S. representative to support this legislation, and then share the link to take action far and wide. We’ll continue to keep you up-to-date on MORE and other federal cannabis reforms. 

Read more
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Tax and Regulate





Minn.: Legalization bill heads to the House floor!


 May 10, 2021

  
 12 House committees, arrests, Black Minnesotans, cannabis legalization, floor vote, HF 600, House floor, jobs, legalization, marijuana legalization, marijuana legalization bill, Minnesota, Minnesota House Majority Leader Ryan Winkler, MN, SAFER, safer than alcohol, searches, stops, tax revenue





Ask your state rep to vote "yes" on HF 600.

Minnesota House Majority Leader Ryan Winkler’s marijuana legalization bill has passed through 12 House committees and is headed to the full House floor! This will be the first time ever that a legalization bill has gotten a House floor vote in Minnesota.

Ask your state rep and senator to support legalizing cannabis.

Our automated system makes it quick and easy to write your state lawmakers. Simply type in your name and address, look over our draft letter, make any revisions you’d like, and hit “send.”

Legalization would create tens of thousands of good jobs and hundreds of millions in tax revenue, and it would reduce unnecessary stops, searches, and arrests that unfairly and unequally target Black Minnesotans. It would also treat adults like grown-ups, allowing them to make their own choices about a substance that is safer than alcohol.

Please write your lawmakers TODAY. Then, forward this email to others or spread the word on social media so that others can raise their voices for humane, sensible cannabis policies.

Read more
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Medical Marijuana





Medical cannabis bill moves to Kansas House floor!


 May 04, 2021

  
 23 conditions, chronic pain, compassion, effective medical cannabis law, floor vote, Gov. Laura Kelly, Kansas, Kansas House, Kansas House Committee on Federal and State Affairs, KS, medical cannabis, Medical Marijuana, no smoking, no vaping, patients, PTSD





Ask your lawmakers to establish a compassionate medical cannabis program this year.

Exciting news! The House Committee on Federal and State Affairs has approved (12-8) a bill to legalize medical cannabis in the state. The bill is now cleared for a vote on the House floor.

Reach out to your lawmakers today and ask them to support legalizing medical cannabis this year!

The proposed legislation would establish a medical cannabis program for qualified patients. As amended in committee, the bill lists 23 conditions that would qualify patients for the program, including PTSD and chronic conditions that cause “severe, persistent pain.” Unfortunately, however, smoking and vaping products would be prohibited.

Gov. Laura Kelly (D) has repeatedly voiced her support for medical cannabis. Still, the legislature must act in order to bring a compassionate, effective medical cannabis program to Kansas. It’s important your lawmakers hear from you; let them know you want them to legalize medical cannabis this year!

Kansas is currently one of just 14 states with no effective medical cannabis law. Help make sure this is the year Kansas stands with patients and establishes a medical cannabis program by reaching out to your lawmakers and sharing this message with your friends and family!

Read more
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Breaking: House approves SAFE Banking Act of 2021!


 Apr 19, 2021

  
 4/20, banking, banking legislation, banks, cannabis industry, Congress, COVID-19 relief packages, equity, Federal, financial institutions, loans, protections, regulated financial services, S. 910, SAFE Banking Act, Secure and Fair Enforcement Banking Act of 2021, Sen. Jeff Merkley, Sen. Steve Daines, social equity, state-legal cannabis businesses





This evening, the U.S. House of Representatives passed the Secure and Fair Enforcement Banking Act of 2021 (SAFE Banking Act) in a bipartisan vote of 321-101. The bill now moves to the U.S. Senate for consideration.

The SAFE Banking Act would create protections for financial institutions that provide financial services to state-legal cannabis businesses. Currently, most banks are unwilling to work with the cannabis industry because they fear federal prosecution. Passing this legislation would also help to promote equity in the cannabis industry by offering small and minority-owned businesses access to banks and regulated financial services.

Banking legislation previously cleared the House in September 2019. The language of the bill was also included in two rounds of COVID-19 relief packages that were approved by the House. The Senate version (S. 910) was reintroduced on March 23 by Sens. Jeff Merkley (D-OR) and Steve Daines (R-MT) and currently has 32 cosponsors.

Passing the SAFE Banking Act is among MPP’s top federal priorities, and we’ll continue advocating for its success. We’ll keep you informed as the bill progresses through the Senate.

Happy 4/20 Eve!

Read more
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