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General





Week 2 — The Present: Tackling Prohibition State-by-State


 Apr 08, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 milestone, state policy





This April, we’re doing a deep dive on the past, present, and future of cannabis policy. Check out our recent post highlighting some of the major historical milestones that paved the way to where we are today. 

Cannabis policy reform has come a long way over the past decade in particular, beginning with Colorado and Washington in 2012. After years of hard fought victories, 24 states have passed laws to legalize cannabis for adults 21 and over, with over half of the country’s population now residing in a legalization state. Furthermore, 38 states have passed laws to legalize medical cannabis. 

This rapid state-by-state reform reflects a dramatic shift in public opinion, with over two-thirds of Americans now in support of legalization. According to a recent Pew Research poll, only one-in-ten Americans still believe that cannabis should be completely prohibited.

Today, legalization policies are providing states with a robust revenue stream to bolster budgets and fund important services and programs. Through the end of 2022, states reported a combined total of more than $15 billion in tax revenue from legal, adult-use cannabis sales. Legalizing and regulating cannabis for adults has also generated tens of thousands of jobs across the country. 

However, at a time when the cannabis policy reform movement has more momentum and popular support than ever – and the legal cannabis industry is booming with billions of dollars in sales – state and federal prohibitionist policies are continuing to ruin lives with their destructive and discriminatory approach that criminalizes cannabis users.

There are still 19 states where possessing a single joint can land you in jail, and approximately 40,000 people are currently behind bars for violating draconian state cannabis laws. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s national crime report, over 225,000 people were arrested for cannabis offenses in 2022, more than those arrested for all other drug offenses combined. 

The federal government still classifies cannabis as a Schedule I drug worthy of the most severe restrictions and criminal consequences. This outdated categorization creates a tangled web of issues — banks are hesitant to work with cannabis businesses due to federal restrictions, hindering economic opportunities, and research into the potential medical benefits of cannabis remains limited.

But despite the roadblocks, there are real glimmers of hope — from President Biden granting a mass pardon for those with federal cannabis possession convictions, to the Department of Health and Human Services issuing an official recommendation to reschedule marijuana.

While we’ve made many positive strides towards a sensible and humane legal cannabis reality, the ongoing war on cannabis demands our unwavering focus as prohibition states double down on enforcing destructive and discriminatory policies. 

Our team is working with allies to move legalization efforts forward in New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, and Louisiana. We are also working with allies to enact medical cannabis-related bills in state legislatures in Kansas, North Carolina, and South Carolina, and are supporting decriminalization measures in several states.

[image: Marijuana Policy Project]

The cannabis reform movement is at a pivotal moment. 

The reality is that there is far more work to be done building our movement if we hope to achieve significant federal cannabis policy reform. Staying informed about legislative efforts and advocating for change at the state and federal levels is crucial. 

To support our ongoing efforts to replace the failed policies of prohibition with equitable and just legalization laws, please sign up for Email Action Alerts and make a contribution to the MPP Cannabis Justice Fund. 

With continued public support and a willingness to address the remaining challenges, the United States will finally see a more sensible and sustainable approach to cannabis policy.

Read more
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Ask Your State Rep to Stop Jailing Cannabis Consumers!


 Apr 05, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 Hawaii, legalization





We're sorry to report that Hawaii’s legalization bill has died without being scheduled for a hearing in House Finance. While this is disappointing, legalization got further this year than ever before and we’re not giving up until it crosses the finish line. The bill’s House sponsor, Rep. David Tarnas, is committed to continuing working on the bill and researching the issue in the interim.

2024 is also an election year, so you’ll have an opportunity to elect new lawmakers before legalization is taken up again. (Or even run yourself.)

In the meantime, another crucial bill needs your support. SB 2487, HD 1 has passed the Senate, and a Second Reading vote in the House — after having been improved and passed by the House Judiciary & Hawaiian Affairs Committee. It has one more House floor vote to go before heading back to the Senate. Prosecutors and police are fearmongering to try to defeat even this important but modest reform.

Ask your state representative to vote “yes” on this cannabis justice bill.

As amended in the House Judiciary and Hawaiian Affairs Committee, at the request of MPP and our allies, SB 2487, HD 1 would:

	expand cannabis decriminalization, which now only applies to up to 3 grams of cannabis, to apply to one ounce of cannabis, five grams of concentrates, and products with up to 500 milligrams of THC.
	expand cannabis decriminalization to also include sharing among adults.
	reduce the penalty for possession from $130 to a $25 fine, while keeping the $130 fine for public smoking.
	add a community service alternative to fines.
	reduce the penalty for under two ounces or the equivalent to a petty misdemeanor.
	remove the up to $500 fine for paraphernalia for cannabis storage or use.


SB 2487, HD 1  would ensure folks returning from the mainland with a package of edibles aren’t arrested and incarcerated. It would spare hundreds of people a life-altering criminal conviction for the personal use of cannabis.

Ask your lawmakers to support this vital reform to stop criminalizing cannabis consumers.

 
Turning back to bleaker news, we’re sad to report that HB 1595, the modest limited expungement bill, appears to have died without being scheduled for a hearing in the Senate Ways and Means Committee. A Clean Slate Task force bill, however, is still alive to continue the progress on this essential piece of cannabis justice.

Mahalo for your action on this important issue.

Read more
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Florida Supreme Court approves legalization ballot initiative!


 Apr 01, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 Florida, legalization





 

 

 

Today, in a 5-2 ruling, the Florida State Supreme Court has allowed the legalization ballot initiative to appear on the November 2024 ballot. The initiative, which needs 60% of votes, is being spearheaded by Smart and Safe Florida.

If approved, it will amend the state constitution and:

	allow adults 21 and older to possess up to one ounce of cannabis flower, five grams of concentrate, and cannabis paraphernalia; 
	allow current medical dispensaries to sell to adult-use customers;
	goes into effect six months after approval; and
	allow the legislature to add more licenses for cultivation and to otherwise pass additional legislation that affects the adult-use market.


The initiative does not include expungement or home grow, which most likely would have caused it to be rejected by the Supreme Court based upon the “single-subject” rule. However, it is the best opportunity to end cannabis prohibition in the Sunshine State.

Though Florida does not report arrest data to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting program, the ACLU, working with the Miami Times, found that over 42,000 Floridians were arrested for misdemeanor (under 20 grams) possession in 2017. Over 50% of those arrested were Black individuals, even though they make up only 17% of the population. Under current law, a person can spend up to a year in prison and be fined up to $1,000 for misdemeanor possession of cannabis. Even without jail time, a criminal record can serve as an economic life sentence, making it hard to get employment and housing.

Cannabis policy in the Sunshine State is now in the hands of you, the Florida voter, to decide in November. You can register to vote here. 

 

 

 

Read more
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The Past: How Cannabis Policy Has Evolved


 Apr 01, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 Gallup Poll





When MPP was founded in January 1995, medical cannabis was illegal in every state, and the prospects for adult-use legalization looked dim at best. 

The way the United States views cannabis has undergone a dramatic shift in recent decades. Once demonized as a dangerous gateway drug, public opinion and legislation are finally catching up to the reality of cannabis use. 

[image: The Green Wave: American's Support for Marijuana Legalization from 1969-2023]

Cannabis wasn't always outlawed. In fact, hemp, a variety of the cannabis plant with low THC (the psychoactive compound), was an important crop throughout American history. However, the 20th century saw a shift — the Marihuana Tax Act of 1937 effectively criminalized cannabis at the federal level, fueled by racism and misinformation.

In the early 1970s, President Richard Nixon appointed a group known as the Shafer Commission to study cannabis and its use and make recommendations. The Commission issued a report on its findings on March 22, 1972, calling for the decriminalization of cannabis possession in the United States, at both the state and federal levels. But the White House ignored it.

Still, the tide began to turn in the mid-20th century with the rise of medical cannabis advocacy. By the 1970s, some states decriminalized possession of small amounts. Public perception also started to change as more people began to recognize the potential medical benefits of cannabis.

The 21st century saw a dramatic shift when Colorado and Washington became the first states to legalize adult-use cannabis for adults in 2012, sparking a domino effect. The public's view on cannabis continues to evolve, with growing support for legalization across all demographics. 

As more states opt to legalize and regulate adult-use cannabis, federal reform efforts are gaining momentum, with promising opportunities ahead for rescheduling cannabis and reforming banking regulations.

By understanding the history and evolution of cannabis policy, we can engage in a more informed discussion about its future.

Read more
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Celebrating Women Who Blaze a Trail: Women's History Month & Cannabis Reform


 Mar 06, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 diversity, equity, Women's History Month





March is Women's History Month, a time to celebrate the incredible contributions of women throughout history. In the fight for cannabis policy reform, women have played a vital but often overlooked role.

Influential women across the country have been trailblazers through their activism and dedication towards advancing humane cannabis policies. They're working as entrepreneurs, budtenders, cultivators, and policymakers. They're mothers, educators, and patients who believe in the power of this plant.

We have seen women take the helm and begin to redefine what good business practices look like in the cannabis industry as it continues to expand. And yet, gender disparities within the cannabis industry remain evident. According to the 2023 report, “Diversity, Equity & Inclusion in the Cannabis Industry,” women account for only 39% of cannabis executives.

Here at MPP, we recognize that the progress we’ve made so far wouldn’t be possible without the immeasurable contributions and leadership of women. We’ve witnessed firsthand how women in leadership positions can exceed expectations and influence positive change, and understand that legal cannabis can’t reach its full potential without the participation of women at every level. Women bring unique perspectives and experiences to the table, and their leadership is crucial for building a future where cannabis benefits everyone.

This Women's History Month, we honor the women who are working to create a more just and equitable cannabis industry. Join us in celebrating their work this month by:

	Supporting women-owned cannabis businesses — look for dispensaries, brands, and cultivators founded or led by women.
	Amplifying the voices of women in cannabis — share their stories, articles, and social media posts.
	Educate yourself about the women shaping the cannabis industry — read articles, listen to podcasts, and follow women-led cannabis organizations on social media.
	Advocate for policies that promote equity in the cannabis industry — this includes expungement for past marijuana offenses, access to capital for minority entrepreneurs, and diversity in licensing processes.


Let's empower these trailblazers who are building the future of legal weed.From ownership to leadership, women deserve a seat at the table.

Read more






            
            [image: ]
        




General





Majority of Voters Support Legalizing Marijuana in All 50 States


 Feb 20, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 legalization





A new poll from widely respected Republican research firm Tarrance Group shows that a majority of likely voters in the United States support legalizing marijuana in all 50 states. The poll, which was conducted among 1,000 likely voters, found that “Majority support exists for marijuana legalization, driven by Democratic and younger voters, as well younger independents and a majority of younger Republicans.”

Support for legalization is highest among younger voters, with 67% of respondents aged 18-44 saying they support it. Support is also high among Democrats, with 67% of respondents saying they support legalization, and nearly half (48%) of Republicans responded in support of legalization.

The poll results suggest that there is a growing bipartisan majority in favor of federal marijuana legalization. This is in line with other recent polls, which have found that support for legalization is at an all-time high.

Although polling indicates that public support for legalization is stronger than ever across ages, political parties, and geographic regions, elected officials in many states have yet to carry out the will of their constituents and enact cannabis reform. More than half of U.S. states have not legalized marijuana for adult-use, and federal prohibition continues.

It’s on us to seize this opportunity and demand that Congress listen to the American people and take long overdue action to end the war on cannabis.

Our team at MPP has a proven track record of getting results, and we won’t let up in our fight to replace the failed approach of prohibition with sensible and equitable cannabis laws that work for ALL Americans. Help us keep vital cannabis reform priorities on track by contributing to our advocacy efforts today!

Read more
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Arkansas State Attorney General rejects ballot initiative language to expand medical cannabis program


 Jan 30, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 Arkansas, Arkansas Medical Cannabis Act, Medical Marijuana





The Arkansas Medical Cannabis Amendment of 2024 language, submitted by Arkansans for Medical Access, was rejected by Attorney General Tim Griffin (R) on January 29. The campaign will be able to resubmit the amendment with changes to satisfy the Attorney General. If approved at that point, the campaign could then begin to gather the 90,709 valid voter signatures by July 5 to be placed on the November ballot. A simple majority would be needed for passage of the state constitutional amendment.  

If the amendment passed, it would:

	Allow patients/caregivers over 21 to grow seven mature cannabis plants (14” or greater)
	Allow patients/caregivers over 21 to grow seven immature plants (14” or smaller)
	Expand practitioners who can recommend medical cannabis to include pharmacists, nurse practitioners, and physician assistants
	Allow medical cannabis for any medical need
	Allow telemedicine for healthcare providers recommending cannabis
	Expand reciprocity for out-of-state patients, including issuing cards for non-residents
	Make recommendations valid for three years moving forward


The amendment also has language that contains a trigger law. When the federal government ends federal prohibition, adults 21+ could legally possess and use cannabis, and medical dispensaries would be able to immediately begin adult-use sales. The entire amendment can be found here.

Read more
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Our Best Opportunities for Cannabis Policy Reform Wins This Year


 Jan 18, 2024
 Garret Overstreet

  
 2024, Florida, Hawaii, legalization, medical cannabis, New Hampshire, North Carolina, South Carolina, South Dakota





The cannabis legalization movement took major strides forward in 2023, with three more states legalizing adult-use cannabis and one more approving medical cannabis. Now we have our sights set on more promising cannabis policy reform opportunities in the months ahead. Lots of state legislatures are reconvening, and with hundreds of thousands of people still being arrested for cannabis every year, we need to stand up and double down on our mission to end cannabis prohibition nationwide. If we’re able to gather the necessary resources to sustain robust advocacy efforts, these are some of the key states where we have the best shot to secure more victories in 2024!

On the legalization front, there are several states that are on our radar. Efforts to legalize adult-use cannabis are underway in Hawaii, New Hampshire, Florida, and South Dakota. In South Dakota, activists are hopeful to make another attempt at legalizing cannabis for adult use via the 2024 ballot. In Florida, signatures have been submitted to place the question of adult-use legalization on the 2024 ballot, although the initiative is tied up in court. Meanwhile, we are engaged in a legislative push for cannabis legalization in Hawaii and New Hampshire, two states that have become islands of prohibition in recent years as surrounding states have successfully legalized cannabis. Activists are also laying the groundwork in Louisiana, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia, which are all possible prospects, but will likely be a multi-year effort.

There are also a handful of states that are poised to make progress regarding medical cannabis legalization. In South Carolina, a medical cannabis legalization bill will start where it left off in 2023, awaiting a Senate floor vote. Similarly, a medical cannabis bill in North Carolina will pick up in 2024 where it left off — awaiting action by the House of Representatives. In Wisconsin, Republican legislative leaders suggested they may move on medical cannabis this year, but action has been slow to materialize. In Nebraska, patient advocates and community leaders are regrouping after a series of setbacks in recent years and charging ahead with another effort to let voters decide the fate of medical cannabis on the 2024 ballot.

The MPP team has the experience and policy knowledge to help get these efforts across the finish line, but we’re counting on your support to keep driving our movement forward. Chip in today to sustain our work to change laws and change lives state by state!

Read more
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MPP is Raising Funds to Launch the Cannabis Justice Fund


 Nov 12, 2023
 Garret Overstreet

  
 Cannabis Justice Fund, Giving Tuesday





Celebrating Giving Tuesday – All November Donations Matched!

Each year, the last Tuesday of November is designated as “Giving Tuesday”, an international day of philanthropy to recognize the importance of supporting charities and nonprofits bringing positive change to the world. 

As Giving Tuesday 2023 approaches on November 28, we're excited to announce that generous donors have pledged to match every dollar donated by Giving Tuesday, aiming to raise a total of $20,000. These funds will launch the Marijuana Policy Project Cannabis Justice Fund, supporting our mission to secure just and humane cannabis policies nationwide.

This generous matching commitment means that every contribution this month will be doubled, 

giving donors the opportunity to make twice the difference as the fight to end cannabis prohibition continues. You can double your impact by chipping in right now.

The MPP Cannabis Justice Fund

The legalization movement has made incredible strides in recent years, but the failed approach of prohibition continues to inflict harm and injustice on a massive scale across the country. Cannabis is still illegal for adults in more than half of the states, and the FBI annual crime report revealed that over 250,000 people were arrested in 2022 alone for marijuana offenses. 

At the same time as the legal cannabis industry reports revenues in the billions of dollars, millions of Americans are living in fear of arrest, imprisonment, loss of employment, and other severe collateral consequences of enforcing prohibitionist policies. We refuse to stand by as the criminalization of cannabis continues to oppress Americans – particularly individuals and communities of color that have been disproportionately impacted.

Launching the Cannabis Justice Fund will significantly boost our capacity to advocate for policies that expunge convictions, reduce arrests and police encounters, invest in jobs and education, and provide robust access to opportunities for all Americans to benefit from legalization. Together, we can build a legal cannabis reality where no one is left out or left behind.

Double your donation by giving today and support the urgent priorities of MPP and the Cannabis Justice Fund.

Read more
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Big Victory — Ohio Becomes 24th Legalization State!


 Nov 08, 2023
 Garret Overstreet

  
 legalization, Ohio





On November 7, 2023, Ohio voters overwhelmingly approved an MPP-backed initiative to legalize cannabis for adults! Ohio is now the 24th state in the country to legalize adult-use marijuana and the 14th to do so by a public vote. With this victory, more than half of Americans (52%) live in a legal cannabis state for the first time! Furthermore, it puts us just one state away from half of the states in the country ending cannabis prohibition!

Once the measure is certified, adults 21 and older can possess up to 2.5 ounces of cannabis, including up to 15 grams of concentrate, and securely grow up to six plants. Legal sales are anticipated to begin in 2024. Issue 2 also allocates funding to establish a social equity and jobs program, and to study expungement and sentencing reform. Check out our summary for more details of the new law.

MPP was proud to be a major financial supporter of the campaign. Our involvement in Ohio cannabis reform efforts dates back to 2015, when MPP joined forces with local advocates to spearhead a ballot initiative campaign to enact medical cannabis, which spurred the legislature to enact the state’s medical cannabis law.

 

Read more
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